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{Abstract)

A Study on the Persona in Novels by Kim Sung Ok

Mee-young, Kim

The innovative gist of the novels written by Kim Sung Ok lies in the discovery
of a new persona and the revolution of sensitivity. This study investigates the
implications of the persona that Kim discovered in his novels based on the theory
of subjectivity of Levinas. The personas in Kim Sung Ok's novels that arguably
represent 60's of Koreans literary community show the transformation from the
nihilistic beings to the capitalist beings. In other words, the personas that Kim
found in his novels purely represent the severed beings that had to move down to
the economic and political ground from the war—haunted beings.

Ultimately the personas of Kim's novels develop into ones pursuing for the
transcendental beings by converging with other beings. His literary journey from
“Seoul, 1964 Winter’, "Travel to Moo Jin', to "Moonlight Seoul, Chapter 0" reveals the
writer's transcendence from personal, anonymous self, to self—standing self, and
finally to self—achieving self by making relations with other beings. In sum, the
personas found in Kim's novels can be said as a becoming being towards
ontological diversity. These personas keep trying to transcend from vagueness of
lives. Transcending, in this context, means a journey from being—what to being—
who.

The characters in Kim's novels never enjoy successes in this journey. However,
by the incessant failures of the characters, the writer tries to demonstrate the
never—ending zeal of egoistic individuals towards and for other beings—in—the—
world. In this respect, a conclusion can be drawn that the primary purpose of Kim
Sung OK's literary works is to overcome the sarcasm and dispair of post—war era
of 1960s and to construct a ‘transcending, subjective being that pursue for the

economic and political development of 1970s.

Key words: Kim Sung Ok, “San—Moon—Si—Dae’, persona, existence, subject,
the other,



